MUSK   MALLOW, Malva mxckata L.      ___________

242* Musk Mallow, Malva moschata L. (X J); perennial
herb about li ft. high; stems and leaf-stalks clothed with slender
hairs with swollen bases; leaves alternate, on longish stalks,
divided nearly to the base
%fto several segments,
these again deeply and
irregularly lobed, thinly
hairy below or nearly
glabrous; a form with
nearly undivided (though
toothed) leaves is called
var. heterophylla; stipules
(A, X f) lanceolate, fringed
with hairs; flowers in a
bunch at the top of the
stem and lateral shoots;
stalks longer than the
calyx, with long hairs;
calyx (B, X 0) divided into
5 broad lobes, with 3
ijj&itional parts (bracte-
ofcs) towards the base of
the tube, all clothed with
long slender hairs; petals
rose-coloured or rarely
pure white, about 2 in.
diain.; stamens united into
a column (Q x 0), each filament bearing a 1-Jocular anther;
carpels (B, X 0) about 15, united and arranged in a circle;
style branches as many as carpels; fruit (Fs X Ij) consisting of
a low ring of about 15 united carpels with a hump in the middle,
the carpels softly hairy (E, cross-section of ovary) (family
Malvaceqe).'

The arrangement for cross-pollination in the flowers of this
species is the same as for M. sylvestrls (fig. 241). In most of the
Malva family, Malvaceae, the stamens arc united into a column
in the middle of the flower, the anthers being peculiar in that
they are Moculau. This is due to the splitting of the connective
I filament resulting in the separation of the 2 loculL Another
spotting feature is shown by the calyx, the lobes of which
bud, i.e. they do not overlap one another*

